Document retention list

Record

Keep for

Where it is kept

Can go after

Copies of your filed tax returns

Keep them: they help with later
returns and with any amended
return

Papers behind each return: income,
deductions and credits

3 years after you file

Papers for a refund claim made after
filing

3 years after filing, or 2 years after
paying the tax if later

Papers for a loss from worthless
securities or a bad debt

7 years

Household employee’s tax records (a
nanny, a caregiver)

At least 4 years after the tax is due
or paid, whichever is later

Home and property records: purchase,
improvements, sale

Until the time limit for the return of
the year you sell it ends (3 years in
most cases)

Periods from the IRS, “How long should | keep records?”, irs.gov, read 16 October 2026. Check the page if your situation is unusual.




