
Life cycle of an apple tree
An apple tree grows in four stages. A full-size tree can take up to 8 years to bear its first apples.
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Seed
Each apple has seeds in its core. A seed planted in the
ground can grow into a new apple tree.

Young tree
The seedling grows into a young tree, with a woody
trunk and branches. It takes years to grow big enough
to bear fruit: up to 8 years for a full-size tree.

Blossom
In spring the tree blossoms. Bees and flies carry pollen
from the flowers of one apple tree to another: an apple
tree needs pollen from a different kind of apple, or
from a crabapple.

Apple
Each pollinated flower can grow into an apple. It ripens
in late summer or fall, and its core holds the seeds for
new trees.

From University of Minnesota Extension, “Growing apples in the home garden”. The drawings are not to scale.


