
Life cycle of a honey bee
A worker honey bee grows in four stages, all inside one wax cell of the comb. It takes 21 days from egg to bee.
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Egg
The queen lays each egg in its own six-sided wax cell.
The egg looks like a tiny grain of rice, only 1 to 1.5 mm
long, and it hatches in 3 days.

Larva
The larva is a white grub that lies curled in a C at the
bottom of its cell. Young worker bees look after it, and
it grows for about 6 days.

Pupa
Worker bees seal the cell with a wax cap. Underneath,
the larva becomes a pupa, and over about 12 days its
body changes into a bee’s.

Bee
The worker bee chews its way out of the cell 21 days
after the egg was laid. The youngest workers look after
the larvae, older ones build wax comb, and the oldest
fly out to flowers for nectar and pollen.
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