
Life cycle of a butterfly
Cut out the four pictures and glue them in order, following the arrows from the egg in box 1.
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Cut out

From the National Park Service, “Monarch butterfly”, and Wikipedia, “Monarch butterfly”. The drawings are not to scale.



Life cycle of a butterfly: answer key
A monarch butterfly grows in four stages. In summer it can go from egg to butterfly in as little as 25 days.

Egg Caterpillar

ChrysalisButterfly

Egg
A monarch lays each egg on the underside of a
milkweed leaf. The egg hatches in 3 to 8 days.

Caterpillar
The caterpillar eats its egg case, then milkweed
leaves. It sheds its skin as it grows, to about 4.5 cm
(1¾ in) long.

Chrysalis
The caterpillar hangs upside down in a J and turns
into a green chrysalis. The butterfly forms inside in 8
to 15 days.

Butterfly
The butterfly comes out, dries its wings and drinks
nectar from flowers. Most live a few weeks; those
born in late summer make the long migration and live
eight or nine months.

From the National Park Service, “Monarch butterfly”, and Wikipedia, “Monarch butterfly”. The drawings are not to scale.


