
Life cycle of a chicken
A chicken grows in four stages. The chick hatches 21 days after its egg starts to be kept warm.
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Egg
A hen lays an egg. If there is a rooster in the flock, the
egg holds a tiny embryo, which waits to grow until the
egg is kept warm by a sitting hen or in an incubator.

Embryo
Inside the shell, the embryo feeds on the yolk. Its heart
starts to beat on day 2, down covers its body by day
12, and on day 20 it starts to break out.

Chick
On day 21 the chick hatches, cutting its way out of the
shell with its egg tooth, a hard tip on its beak. It soon
dries into a ball of fluffy down and can get up and
move about.

Hen
The chick grows up, its down giving way to feathers. A
young hen is called a pullet; most start to lay eggs of
their own at 18 to 22 weeks old, depending on the
breed.
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