A food chain in a meadow

Write each one’s place in the chain in its box. The word bank has the words.

Name Date
Hawk Word bank
[5 ] Decomposer Primary consumer
Producer Secondary consumer
T Tertiary consumer Top predator
Snake 1. What does the grass use to make its own food?
\./\ [4 ]
1 2. Which animal in this chain eats the grasshopper?

Frog
3
% [ ] 3. Each arrow points to the eater. What does it show?

Grasshopper
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From NOAA, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Wikipedia. Not to scale.



A food chain in a meadow: answer key

Read it from the bottom up. Each arrow points to the eater and shows where the energy goes.

Hawk

A hunting bird. It catches snakes and other small animals, and nothing
[ Top predator ] in this chain hunts it.

Snake -
\. A garter snake eats mostly frogs and other amphibians, and
[ Tertiary consumer ] earthworms.

Frog
It eats insects, such as the grasshopper, and spiders.
Secondary consumer

Grasshopper
R A plant-eater, or herbivore. Grasshoppers eat grasses most of all.
Primary consumer
Grass
It uses sunlight to make its own food. This is called photosynthesis.
Producer

A / v
—~= ‘ > The Sun Its light is the energy that starts the chain.

Mushroom
ushrooms Mushrooms and other fungi, with bacteria, break down plants and

[ Decomposer ] animals that die. They give nutrients back to the soil for the grass.

Answers: 1. Sunlight. 2. The frog. 3. Where the energy goes, from the food to the animal that eats it.
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