Life cycle of a ladybug

Write the name of each stage in its box. The word bank has the names.
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From Ohio State University Extension, “Lady Beetles”, and NC State Extension, “Lady Beetles". The drawings are not to scale.



Life cycle of a ladybug: answer key

A ladybug grows in four stages. From egg to adult takes about three to four weeks, or up to six when it is cool.
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Egg Larva
A ladybug lays small yellow eggs, standing on end in a The larva looks like a tiny black alligator with six legs
cluster of 10 to 50, on the underside of a leaf near and orange spots. For two to three weeks it eats
aphids. They hatch in three to five days. aphids, about 400 of them, and grows.
Pupa Ladybug
The larva fixes itself to a leaf and becomes a pupa. The adult ladybug eats aphids too, more than 5,000 in
Inside, its body changes into a beetle’s, and the adult its life. In autumn it finds a sheltered spot to spend the
comes out in seven to ten days. winter, and in spring it lays its eggs.

From Ohio State University Extension, “Lady Beetles”, and NC State Extension, “Lady Beetles". The drawings are not to scale.



