A magnet and its field

A bar magnet, the lines of its magnetic field, and paper clips at its poles.
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North pole
The end that turns to point north when the magnet is free to turn, as the needle of a compass does.

South pole
The other end. A north pole and a south pole pull together; two north poles, or two south poles, push
apart.

Magnetic field lines
They show the magnet’s pull around it. They point away from the north pole and toward the south
pole.

Paper clips
A magnet pulls hardest at its poles, so that is where the paper clips gather.

A magnet and its field - facts from OpenStax Physics, section 20.1



