Parts of a flower

A flower cut in half, to show the parts inside it.
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Anther

The top of a stamen, where the
pollen is made.

Sepal
A small, usually green, leaf-like
part at the base of the flower.

Style
The stalk of the pistil, between the
stigma and the ovary.

Receptacle

The wide tip of the stem that
holds all the parts of the flower.

Petal

Usually the brightly colored part.
Showy, sweet-smelling petals
draw insects.

Stem
The stalk that holds the flower up.

Ovary

The swollen part at the bottom of
the pistil. It holds the ovules and
grows into the fruit.
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Filament

The stalk of a stamen. It holds the
anther up, so its pollen can be
carried off.

Stigma
The top of the pistil. Pollen lands
on it: this is called pollination.

Ovule

A tiny part in the ovary with an
egg cell. Once the egg is fertilized,
it grows into a seed.

Stamen and pistil: the anther and the filament make up a stamen; the stigma, the style and the ovary make up

the pistil.

From NC State Extension. The picture is not to scale.



