
Life cycle of a pumpkin
A pumpkin grows in four stages. Most take more than 100 days from seed to ripe pumpkin.
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Seed
A pumpkin seed is planted half an inch to an inch deep,
once the soil is warm and there is no more frost. It
sprouts in 7 to 10 days.

Sprout
A shoot pushes up out of the soil with its first two
leaves, and a root grows down. Soon the plant grows
into a long vine with big leaves.

Flower
The vine grows flowers. The first ones are male; one to
two weeks later come the female flowers, each with a
tiny pumpkin at its base. Bees carry pollen from the
male flowers to the female ones.

Pumpkin
Once a female flower has its pollen, the tiny pumpkin
grows. It is green at first and turns orange when it is
ripe, most more than 100 days after planting. Inside are
the seeds for new plants.
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