
The water cycle
How water moves round Earth, again and again.
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Evaporation
Heat from sunlight turns
water from the ocean, lakes
and streams into water
vapor, a gas.

Transpiration
Water from plants and trees
goes up into the air as well.

Condensation
The vapor cools as it rises
and turns back into tiny
drops of water, which make
clouds.

Precipitation
When a cloud is full of water,
it falls as rain or snow.

Groundwater
Rain soaks into the soil and
refills the water underground;
rivers carry water back to the
ocean.

The steps and what they mean: NASA Climate Kids, “What Is the Water Cycle?” The picture is not to scale.


